Date:

3/1/2018

To:

U.S. Pastors, Youth Ministers, Boy Scout Chartered Organizational Representatives

Re:

World Community Program Update and Memorandum of Understanding with BSA

Dear Pastors, Youth Ministers and Scout Leaders:
It is with joy that I share with you some updated information on two developments targeted toward our youth
and scouting programs. If there are others in your congregation who need this information, please pass it along
to those who might benefit.
First, in December of 2017 the World Community Program, which has also served as the Religious Awards
program for both Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts, was updated. Enclosed with this letter is a copy of an article that
will be in the March/April 2018 Herald. This article outlines how the program has been updated. The primary
change is that the material used for this program is now the “Of Water and Spirit” pre-baptismal material. This
means any youth who complete this pre-baptismal material are eligible to receive the World Community Award.
The award program has been condensed to two levels and youth can earn awards for both levels. Please see
the enclosed article and go to the church website at www.CofChrist.org/world-community to learn more about
how to take advantage of this new resource for our youth.
Secondly, in July 2017, the church signed a Memorandum of Understanding with Boy Scouts of America to
further formalize the over 100 year relationship between the two organizations. A copy of the memorandum is
enclosed with this letter and reinforces the values of both organizations. One important element to note is the
alignment of this document with the Community of Christ Enduring Principal “Worth of All Persons”. As Boy
Scouts of America has begun its Family Scouting initiative in 2018, including programs for both girls and boys,
we encourage your congregation to consider scouting programs as a ministry to youth in your community. If
you already sponsor a scouting program, we encourage you to consider growing this opportunity for more
youth. Look for ways to utilize these youth and their service in your congregation.
Jared Fears is the liaison with Boys Scouts of America and the primary contact for Community of Christ. Please
contact Jared with questions related to Scouting and the World Community program at jfears@CofChrist.org or
(816) 521-3062.
We hope you will take advantage of these opportunities to better serve the youth of our congregations and
communities.
In the spirit of peace,

K. Scott Murphy
Director of Field Ministries

WORLD COMMUNITY

WORLD COMMUNITY

World Community
Program Updated
Path of the Disciple (7 to 10)

Youth Recognition

This is the children’s disciple-formation material called Of Water and
Spirit. This is the Community of Christ
baptism-preparation material for children. It includes a facilitator guide and
a Disciple Journal (workbook).

After completing the award requirements, the mentor should work with
the pastor to order the appropriate
award through PRAY, an organization
the church has partnered with to order
and track awards. For the first award
(regardless of level) the youth receives
a level-specific pin,
the WorldCommunity
CommuExploring
nity emblem, and a certificate.
Together
If the youth has earned level one
and goes on to earn level two, the young
person will receive a pin specific to level
two and a certificate.
Many congregations regularly offer
pre-baptismal classes. This award can
be offered after completion of that
class. Leaders and participants should
allow enough time before or after baptism so this award is not considered an
award received for baptism. The World
Community Program is not an award
for baptism.

Exploring Community Together
(11 to 18) Path of the Disciple

By Jared Fears,
Mission Funding

C

ommunity of Christ has updated
the World Community Program
to include pre-baptismal material from
Of Water and Spirit. Leaders hope the
change will result in more congregations using this program to recognize
youths’ accomplishments.
The World Community program
is open worldwide to youths 7 to 18. It
serves as Community of Christ’s religious emblems award, also qualifying
for Boy Scouts of America and Girl
Scouts of the USA.
The updated program has two
levels: “Path of the Disciple” for ages
7 to 10 and “Exploring Community
Together” for ages 11 to 18. After completion, youth receive a ribbon and the
pin for the level achieved. Youth may
earn both levels.

This is Community of Christ’s baptism-preparation material for youth
and adults. Unlike the children’s program, it does not include a Disciple Journal (workbook).
The materials for both programs
are available through Herald House at
www.HeraldHouse.org.
Some youth may have earned the
“Path of the Disciple” award offered
for children 7 to 10. The youth and
adult material does not duplicate the
children’s version, but it covers similar
subject matter. Youth are encouraged
to take their discipleship journey to the
next level as they work toward “Exploring Community Together.”
Both programs have 12 lessons. A
child or youth needs to complete all
12 lessons to be eligible to receive the
award. Youth may work individually
or in groups as part of scouting units,
classes, retreats, camps, youth groups,
or clubs. Youth should work with an
adult mentor or their pastor to complete the program. If the mentor is not
the parent of the child, the adult mentor
must be at least 21 years old and be a
Registered Children and Youth Worker
with Community of Christ.

Adult Recognition
Adults who serve children and youth
in the church and community may be
eligible for the International Youth
Service Award. The recognition occurs
at the level of the recipient’s service:
congregation, mission center, apostolic
field, or World Church. Jurisdictional
officers or a group/unit leader may recommend adults for this recognition.
The adult award is not an achievement
program. Jurisdictional officers may
order the awards through PRAY.
For more information, visit www.Cof
Christ.org/world-community or contact
Jared Fears at jfears@CofChrist.org.
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