
2022 Youth Ministry Team Report 

November 2022 
 

 

The Youth Ministry Team continues to look at connecting with the youth in Arizona in 

creative, relevant and meaningful ways. 2022 did allow  for our youth to gather for in 

person camps, which is the first time since 2019!  Creativity was definitely used with 

preparing for the camps!  Jr. and Jr. High camps were held at Whispering Pines, even 

with the current status of the campground buildings that had burned and are 

condemned while waiting for the process of rebuilding them. Suzy Bradley and Jane 

Williams were very appreciated, as they prepared and served the meals out of the camp 

manager’s own kitchen. Both camps were small in number, yet large in spirit! Many of 

the campers had never been at a Community of Christ camp yet they left with 

proclamation they will return next year! With the camp sizes being smaller, the staff 

chose to merge some of the activities together.  

 

Sr. High camp was planned to be at Whispering Pines, with the anticipation of Pacific 

Southwest International Mission Center youth joining Arizona Mission Center youth for 

the Sr. High camp at Whispering Pines. Various factors arose that were out of AZMC’s 

control, resulting in Whispering Pines was not able to host Senior High Camp. The 

creativity and determination of Kevin Harper to have our Senior Highs attend a camp 

resulted in the joint agreement of Kevin driving 5 of our youth to Big Spruce 

Campground outside of Cedaredge, Colorado for a memorable camp. The 10 hour drive 

up and back added to the positive memories.  On the drive back to Arizona, they 

decided to plan a Sr. High Retreat at Whispering Pines in August. Most had not ever 

had a Senior High camping experience at Whispering Pines.  

 

The Aloha Retreat, which means Hello and Goodbye, was planned by the Senior Highs 

with support from the dedicated staff. The weekend was yet another success. The 

intimacy of the smaller numbers was a positive as stated by many of the youth. By 

being a small group, they all can do things together. When there are big groups, 

individuals could feel left out.  

 

Six youth and 2 adults were the Arizona portion of the Calizonia delegation who 

attended a spectacular Spec at Graceland University. Once again, the memories will be 

long lasting! 

 

There continues to be the importance of having responsible adults to be available for 

any and all children and youth activities.  Registered Youth Worker training classes 

have been offered. March 27, 2022 - Refresher course on Zoom, May 14, 2022 - Camp 

Staff Training as hybrid, and November 13, 2022 - Refresher course as hybrid.  

 



October 16, 2022 the youth were involved with the monthly hybrid services, thanks to 

the Chandler congregation hosting the service. Videos, songs and testimonies were 

shared to provide tiny glimpses of each of the experiences to the rest of the Mission 

Center.  

 

The luncheon that is being served at the November AZMC Conference will be a youth 

fundraiser. The appreciation to all who assist with this, in the carrying it out and in the 

donations. This helps to remind us all the importance the youth are to this mission 

center 

 

Respectively submitted, 

Barb Bear, AZMC Youth Ministry Team Chair 


